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 The regular meeting of the Middletown Township Zoning Hearing Board was held on 

February 25, 2015, beginning at 7:00 PM in the Township Building, 27 N. Pennell Road, Lima, 

PA. 

  

Members Present:  Diane Beresford, Christian Davis, Gerry Gebhart & Jacquelyn 

Goffney. 

 

 Staff Present: Lawrence G. Strohm, Solicitor, Meredith F. Merino, Zoning Officer 

  

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the January 28, 2015 meeting and the January 30, 2015 

special meeting were approved as submitted by a vote of 4 – 0. 

 

Old Business:  Case 2015-01: An application of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for several 

variances for a State Police Communications Tower to be located at the on- and off-ramps of the 

Route 1 by-pass was continued from last month’s meeting. Attorney for the applicant, David 

Onorato, was present to question two witnesses in support of the application.  The first witness, 

John Nally, explained that the State is requesting relief to allow for a 270 ft. tall tower, which 

includes an antenna that extends twenty feet from the top of the tower structure, which is 250 ft.  

Mr. Nally explained the need for the minimum 250 ft. tower height to enable the microwave 

antennas to communicate from tower-to-tower, and to allow space to accommodate 4 different 

radio systems all serving the State or public safety services.  The second witness, Robert Heath, 

P.E., described the tower design, noted the various distances of the tower to the property lines, 

and answered questions from the board about the tower structure and potential fall zone. He 

explained the need for the variance from the landscaping requirement as a security measure. Both 

witnesses confirmed that the existing 40-year-old state police radio tower located 700 ft. from the 

proposed location will be entirely removed after the proposed tower is constructed.  Christy 

Flynn, representing the Ryland Group, Inc., record owner of the townhouse development property 

abutting the proposed tower location, entered an appearance as a party to the record. Ms. Flynn 

requested that if the board is to approve the requested variances, that they consider requiring as a 

condition of approval the installation of landscaping on or along the Ryland Group property to 

provide a sight buffer of the tower from the nearby townhouses. With no further comments, the 

hearing was closed. A decision will be rendered at the next regular meeting of March 25, 2015.   

 

New Business:  Case 2015-02: An application of Acme Markets, Inc./S&S Signs, requesting a 

variance pursuant to Section 275-195B(4)(c) of the Zoning Ordinance.  Applicants desire to 

replace a 13 s.f. “FOOD” sign that had previously been granted a variance, with a 30 s.f. “COLD 

BEER” sign on the front wall of the Acme located at 1067 W. Baltimore Pike. The variance is 

required because the number of signs on the front façade of the building exceeds that which is 

permitted by the ordinance.  The applicants represented themselves and presented testimony in 

support of the application.  No one was present to comment on the application, and the hearing 

was closed.  The Board approved the requested variance by a vote of 4-0. 
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Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM. 
 

The next meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board will be held on Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

beginning at 7:00 PM.  

       

       

Respectfully Submitted, 
     

    Jacquelyn Goffney, Secretary  


