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 The regular meeting of the Middletown Township Zoning Hearing Board was held on 

May 27, 2015, beginning at 7:00 PM in the Township Building, 27 N. Pennell Road, Lima, PA. 

  

Members Present:  Diane Beresford, Christian Davis, Gerry Gebhart & Jacquelyn 

Goffney. 

 

 Staff Present: Lawrence G. Strohm, Solicitor, Meredith F. Merino, Zoning Officer 

  

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the April 22, 2015 meeting were approved as submitted by 

a vote of 4 – 0. 

 

Old Business:  Case 2015-05: An application of Falcone Brothers Builders, LLC for a 

dimensional variance from the minimum lot area requirement of the R-1 Zoning District in order 

to subdivide a 2.008 (gross) acre lot into 2 lots was continued from last month’s meeting. 

Attorney for the applicant, Timothy Sullivan, Esquire, was present to question witness Gus 

Houtman, P.E., in support of the application.  Mr. Houtman explained that the applicant is 

requesting the minimum relief necessary to subdivide a roughly 2 acre, flat lot into 2 lots which 

would be .949 and .840 acres net, and both which would exceed 1 acre gross. Mr. Houtman went 

on to explain that the property has a unique physical characteristic in that the front lot line crosses 

Barren Rd, creating a hardship in in which the net lot area is decreased by the Right-Of-Way..  

Mr. Houtman’s office completed a zoning study in advance of the hearing that showed that 6 of 

12 lots in the study area are nonconforming as to net lot size. Two of the lots subject to the zoning 

review had received a variance for minimum lot size by the Middletown Zoning Hearing Board in 

1994.  Grace Gilbert, owner of adjacent property at 127 Barren Rd, as well as the Middletown 

Archery Club at 113 Barren Rd, entered an appearance as a party to the record.  Ms. Gilbert 

voiced concerns about stormwater runoff and the potential proximity of the proposed house on 

the second lot to her home.  Christian Bush, president of Middletown Archery Club, made several 

comments with regard to stormwater management, location of houses, and that he hopes the 

Archery Club will not be required to install landscaping or fencing as a result of the subdivision. 

Charles G. Miller, Esquire, who had previously entered an appearance on behalf of Middletown 

Township, stated in closing that any prior decision of similar nature does not bind the board with 

a precedent to grant a variance, and that each case should be considered independently. With no 

further comments, the hearing was closed. A decision will be rendered at the next regular meeting 

of June 24, 2015.   

 

Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 
 

The next meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board will be held on Wednesday, June 24, 2015 

beginning at 7:00 PM.  

             

Respectfully Submitted, 
     

    Jacquelyn Goffney, Secretary  


