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Minutes of the Zoning Hearing Board  

 

 The regular meeting of the Middletown Township Zoning Hearing Board was 

held on August 26, 2015, beginning at 7:00 PM in the Township Building, 27 N. Pennell 

Road, Lima, PA. 

  

Members Present:  Christian Davis, Gerry Gebhart and Jeff Koenig. 

 

 Staff Present: Lawrence G. Strohm, Solicitor, Meredith F. Merino, Zoning Officer 

  

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the July 22, 2015 meeting were approved as 

submitted by a vote of 3 – 0. 

 

New Business:  Case 2015-08: An application of Albert Kristo & Miltiadh Verdhi, c/o 

agent Victor Trub, for the property at 18 Beechwood Avenue, for a variance from the 

minimum required width of side yards and the minimum depth of front yard in the R-1 

zoning district in order to demolish an existing single family home and construct a new 

single family home on the property.  The proposed house would project to within 8 ft. of 

the side property line and to within 10 ft. of the front property line. The property is zoned 

R-1, is nonconforming dimensionally, and is surrounded by properties zoned R-4.  The 

witness for the applicant, architect Jason Zsor, presented testimony and exhibits in favor 

of the application. Mr. Zsor stated that the existing house is 7.5 ft. from the side property 

line and 5.9 feet from the front property line.  He explained that due to steep slope areas 

farther back on the property, it would be difficult and costly to move the location of the 

house farther back on the lot due to the grading that would be required.  He explained that 

the applicant is requesting the minimum relief necessary in order to build the proposed 

house.  Several immediately adjacent property owners were present at the hearing and 

voiced concerns over the view that the proposed size and location of the house would 

have on their properties.  Wayne Matthias-Long of 16 Beechwood Avenue became a 

party to the record and presented written comments and exhibits in opposition to the 

application with respect to the proximity of the proposed house to the side yard property 

line, as well as the size of the house and the intrusion of privacy it would cause to his 

property.  James Thompson of 19 Beechwood also became a party to the record and 

explained that the house is larger than the size of a typical house for the neighborhood.  

The hearing was continued to the meeting of September 23, in order to allow for the 

property owner/applicants to be present at the hearing, as well as to schedule a view of 

the property with the Zoning Hearing Board members, the applicants and the parties of 

record prior to the hearing continuation. 

 

Case 2015-09: An application of Ralph Gary Rainey, of 22 Pine Tree Drive, for a 

variance from the minimum depth of front yard in the R-1 zoning district in order to 

construct a 36’ x 30’ detached garage that is proposed to project 14 ft. into the front yard, 
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to within 36 ft of the front property line.  The applicant authorized his son, Michael 

Rainey, to represent him and present testimony on his behalf.  Mr. Rainey explained that 

due to the slope on the property, that placement of the garage within the building 

envelope would require extensive and costly grading. The hearing was continued to the 

meeting of September 23, in order to allow for the property owner/applicant to be present 

at the hearing and determine whether the garage could be reduced at all in width to 

minimize the variance request. 

 

Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM. 

 

The next meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board will be held on Wednesday, September 

23, 2015 beginning at 7:00 PM.  

             

Respectfully Submitted, 

     

    Gerry Gebhart, Acting Secretary  


